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Soochow and Chianhsing was added to form a circuit
between the above-mentioned two main lines. Motor
roads have been built for the intra-regional communi-
cation ; and besides there is an extensive use of the
canals and canalized streams.

This region has supported a very dense population,
most of which is resident in villages. A bird's-eye
view shows a cluster of villages. Each village is
separated from its neighbour by only a walking distance
of, on an average, twenty minutes. Kaihsienkung is
but one of these thousands of villages crowding on
this land.

In the centre of several tens of villages there is a
town. The town is the collecting centre of the, basic
produce from the surrounding villages and the distri-
buting point for manufactured goods brought from the
outside cities. The town on which Kaihsienkung
depends is called Chen Tse, about four miles south of
the village. It takes about two and a half hours for a
single trip by boat. Chen Tse lies about six miles
south-east of Lake Tai and eight miles west of the
Grand Canal and the Soochow-Chianhsing line. At
present it is connected with the nearest station, Ping
Wang, both by motor boat and bus services. By the
existing railway lines, one can reach Shanghai from the
town within eight hours. The geographical position
of Kaihsienkung in relation to the above-mentioned
towns and cities is shown in the accompanying maps
(Map I and II).

3* ECONOMIC BACKGROUND

Here the human geographer will be right in inferring
the occupation of the people from the natural ,con-
ditions of the land they occupy. A traveller in a train,